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PROTECTION
OF WATER BODIES
The Company’s major production assets
are located in regions with sufficient water
resources. However, cognisant of the fact
that certain regions of the world suffer
from lack of water resources, the Company
is extremely careful about its use of fresh
water and strictly complies with restrictions
applicable to industrial water withdrawal.

Nornickel’s key facilities have a closed
water circuit in place enabling them
to reduce water withdrawal. Furthermore,
the Company never withdraws water
from protected natural areas. In 2018,
86% of all water used by the Company
was recycled and reused. All sources
of water used by the Company are subject
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to government-approved surveillance
programmes for water and water protection
zones.
Wastewater effluents also do not exceed
the approved limits or have any major
impact on biodiversity of water bodies
and related habitats.
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EMISSIONS
High sulphur dioxide emissions resulting
from smelting sulphide concentrates
with high sulphur content is one
of the Company’s key environmental
issues. Nornickel’s strategic plan
is to transform the Company into a cleaner
and environmentally safe enterprise
through implementing the Sulphur
Project and environmental initiatives
at Kola MMC. In 2019, the Company plans
to introduce light unmanned aerial vehicles
for monitoring environmental conditions
on the Kola Peninsula and in the Norilsk
Industrial District.

The Sulphur Project is the umbrella
name for the second stage of Nornickel’s
large-scale environmental programme
to achieve a 75% reduction in aggregate
sulphur dioxide emissions across
the Norilsk Industrial District by 2023.
This will guarantee that Norilsk air meets

the air quality requirements regardless
of wind speed or direction. The total
CAPEX for the Sulphur Project is estimated
in the range of USD 2.5 bn.
As part of the programme, Nadezhda
Metallurgical Plant will receive new
facilities capturing sulphur-rich gases, while
sulphur acid will be neutralised with natural
limestone, with waste gypsum produced
as a result. The gypsum will be stored
in a dedicated structure. Under another
project, a revolutionary continuous
copper matte converting unit will be built
on the Plant’s site. Its emissions will
also be used to produce sulphur acid.
In the reporting year, the design of these
projects was completed and submitted
for state expert review.
Meanwhile, Copper Plant will see its
elemental sulphur production capacities

retrofitted and the entire converter section
shut down, which will eliminate low-height
emissions of low grade converter gases
that have a pronounced effect on ground
level concentrations of sulphur dioxide
during unfavourable weather conditions.
The total capacity for recovering sulphur
from gases at Copper Plant is expected
to reach ca. 280 ktpa of sulphur by 2022.
Nornickel started implementing its Sulphur
Project at Copper Plant in September 2018.

Kola MMC continues implementing
the action plan to reduce sulphur
dioxide emissions from Smelting
Shop at the Nickel site by upgrading
the equipment (reconstruction of feeding
and sealing systems of ore-thermal
furnaces, gas duct replacement,
preparation of furnace charge for smelting,
etc.) and lowering smelting shop
utilisation through the Outotec project

